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FOREIGN BR \DCAST INFORMATION S_AVICE
ABIDJAN BUREAU

MAB 301k
3 August 1983
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, FBIS

THROUGH : Chief, Operations Group
SUBJECT : Monthly Report - Abidjan Bureau - July 1983
1. GENERAL

Ambassador Nancy V. Rawls announced this month that she is retiring.
Her replacement will be Robert H. Miller, chief of management operations in
the office of the undersecretary for menagement, Department of State. Ambas-
sador Miller was formerly ambassador to Malaysia. Ambassador Rawls visited
the bureau on August 3rd to say goodbye to the bureau personnel. She will
be leaving on the 1lth to retire in Westport, Connecticut.

IT. OPERATIONS

A. Monitorial/Editorial

1. The renewal of fighting in Chad was the bureau's major
story of the month, with reports from AFP, Africa No. 1, which carried
occasional reports from a correspondent in Ndjamena, and Radio Bardai,
the voice of the anti-Habre forces. The latter has produced much unique
meterial, requiring considerable work because of extremely poor reception
which was made worse toward the end of the month by apparent efforts to
jam the station. On the bth, the bureau remained open until 0200 pro-
cessing a communique by Goukouni Oueddei's Transitional National Union
Government (GUNT) saying that because of French and U. S. assistance to
Hebre, GUNT "finds itself obliged to call on its friends" -- especially
Libya -- for aid. as well as a four-take Goukouni interview at Faya-
Largeau, scene of the heaviest fighting. The following day, a two-take
interview with the GUNT foreign minister was processed from Bardai and on
the 8th, Goukouni gave a statement denying foreign troops were aiding his
forces but claiming he was assured of "gotive" support by his friends "if
the need arises." On the 10th, the GUNT chief of staff admitted receiving
"ogistic support" from Libya and AFP reported on the 12th that Zaire had
sent troops to bolster Habre when GUNT forces were subsequently driven out
of Abeche in a battle in which Libyans were reported to have been captured.
Berdai Radio charged that other "foreign troops' had also been fighting
with the FAN "disguised as Zairiens." After the strategically important
town of Faya-Largeau fell on the 31lst, Bardai specified that the mercen-
aries were from the U. S., France, Sudan, Egypt and Morocco.

During the month, nearly 15,000 words were filed from Bardai Radio. The
American Embassy in Ndjamena emphasized the importance of this reporting
by asking FBIS toccontinue filing items on Chad to them despite the mini-

mize imposed on its communications. "These items -- particularly from e

Libya and Radio Bardal -- are inveluable," the embassy advised.
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2. As noted above, there has been an apparent effort to jam
Radio Bardai, with some success. On the 22nd, AFP reported that the radio
was being jammed and MOD queried the bureau for confirmation. Although
reception is normally poor, making it difficult to distinguish between
normal and deliberate interference, it does appear that some jamming is
teking place. A humming noise with a tonal sound superimposed drowns out
portions and sometimes the entire newscast. After the French cast goes
off at 1900 amt, the sound stops and the repeat cast in the vernscular
which follows is heard with much better reception. The jamming, if that
is what it is, has been only partially successful. With effort, the
bureau has been able to process a number of items anyway, and AFP reports

suggest that they have been able to monitor the radio from either Niamey
or Lome.

3. The bureau responded to a request this month from AG for V//
background material on Bardai Radio and the Voice of the Upper Voltan
Revolution. Available current information was provided for Bardai Radio,
including some from knowledgeable local sources, and a few program sum-
maries were provided for the VUVR. The latter is carried on the same
frequency as Bardai Radio and follows the same general pattern of alter-
nating slogans with music, although it has not been heard to carry a
"news" program as Bardai normally does. VUVR supports deposed Prime
Minister Thomas Sankara and is critical of current Upper Voltan President
Ouedraogo, although it is much less vehement in its denunciation than
Bardai is with respect to Habre. Reception has been sonpoor that the
bureau has been able to monitor only a few casts.

4. The final stages of the Nigerian election campaign has
also kept the bureau busy. On the 2lst, another monitor was addéd to
the evening shift to help process an interview by President Shaga¥i:
as well as to assist with Radio Bardai items. FEven so, the bureau did
not close until 0300 in order to clear the four-take interview. On the
28th, Shagari gave a five-take address which kept the bureau open until
0145, Part of the problem is that Shagari is a native Hausa speaker,
his English is difficult to follow and he tends to swallow his words.
Also, reception of Lagos Radio at night is often poor. Chief Monitor

was highly complimentary of the Junior monitor's per-

Trormance in processing these items advising that among the monitors at
Kaduna Bureau, only he was able to handle speeches by native Hausa
speakers. In addition, a number of items were filed on instances of
violence in the country accompanying the campaign, mostly from the
Nigerian News Agency (NAN) as the radio was less forthright in this
regard.,

B. Technical

Engineer rreated a new monitoring position in
the main monitoring room using equipment from the old, infrequently
used cruising position. He also installed s light over the editorial
desk to be used during power failures, placed new security lights on
the roof, and reworked the ground lights so they would not short-circuit
during & rainstorm.
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IIT. ADMINISTRATION

A, Personnel

1. a Beninois who had been teaching English
in the Ivory Coast, entered on duty on the 15th to fill a new monitorial
position.

2. Monitor who transferred to Abidjan from Mbabane
last M was promoted to full monitor, FSN 10/2, on the 2Lth. Monitor

received a QSI on the 10th for his outstandin Ln
training monitors for Swaziland Buresu. Monitor and
Teletypist)| received PSI's on the 24th, to FSN 10/5 and FSN 6/k
respectively.

3. Monitor was selected for the headquarters

visitation program on the I8th. He is the first nominee from an African Bureau
since’ attended ten years ago, but we are confident he will not

be the Iast.

B. Building and Grounds

The bureau landlord had a crew begin work repairing damage to the
tile over the garage area as well as a leak discovered during the past rainy
season. The bureau roof and walls in that area are being resealed and tiles
are being replaced. We do not know how long the work will take but the cost
is being borne entirely by the owner and bureau operations are not affected.

Iv. VISITS

Doug Harwood, new JAO, and John Mack, new administrative officer,
toured the bureau on the 19th.

V. COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Editor‘ ‘married for the second
time in front of a group of new embassy friends and bureau personnel on the
lawvn of the Ivoire Hotel with the lagoon and the skyline of Abidjan in the
background. Dr. James Canaday, a minister of the local interdenominational
Christian group, performed the ceremony. ‘had already been
married by telephone on June 2hth, overcoming many hurdles, including the
Abidjan phone system. Bureau phones were malfunctioning on the aipointed

day and would not ring on this end. At the prearranged time, picked
up the phone without the benefit of a ring to find his bride rea for the
vows. After the ceremony in Abidjan the group adjourned to[::::Jand

apartment for champaene. a huffet, and a cake baked bygsj
and both decorated and cut by none

other than the engineer himself, proving that technical skill can be useful
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in many ways.

STAT

Acting Chief, Abidjan
Attachment:
Monthly Production Report

cc: Chief, Swaziland Bureau
Deputy Chief, London Bureau
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EROAD- PRESS
CASTS AGENCIES

GABGN
LIBREVILLE DOMESTIC SERVICE IN
FRENCH
LIEREVILLE RFRICR NO.1 IN
FRENCH 3,886
LIEREUVILLE LYUNION IN
FRENCH

GAMBIA
IANJUL GAMBIA HERS BULLETIR IN
ENGLISH

GHRNA

ACCRA DONESTIC SERVICE IN
- ENGLISH 12,598

ACCRA INTERHATIONAL SERVICE IN
ENGLISH

ACCRA GHANRIAN TIMES IN
ENGLISH

ACCRA DAILY GRAPHIC IN
ENGLISH

ACCRA MEEKLY SPECTRTOR IN
ENGLISH

GUINER BISSAU
JISSAU NO PINTCHR IN
PORTUGLESE

GUINER
ONRKRY DOMESTIC SERVICE IR

FRENCH 1,496
CONAKRY HOROYR IN FRENCH

[HORY COAST
ABIRJAN DOMESTIC SEVICE IR
FRENCH 3,588
ABIDJIAN FRATERNITE MATIN IN
FRENCH
ARIDJAN INFORMATION IN
FRENCH 478

LIBERIA
HONRQUIA RRDIQ ELHR IN

ENGLISH 4,748
HONRGUIR BOMESTIC SERVICE IN

ENGLISH - i:146
HONROVIA EXPRESS IN ENGLISH
HONRGUIR LIBERIAN IKAUGURAL IN

ENGLISH
MONROUIR WEM LIBERIAN IN
: ENGLISH
HONRGUA THE SUND PEGPLE IN

ENGLISH

NALI

JAMAKO DOMESTIC SERVICE IN (
FRENCH 758

JAMAKC LYESSOR IN FRENCH

AALRITANIA |
ROURKCHOTT DOMESTIC SERVICE IN

FRERCH 3,788
NOURKCHOTY CHARE IN FRENCH

PUBLI-
CATIGHS
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